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PLEASE REFER TO THIS MANUAL
WHENEVER FITTING
- CINTURATO TIRES

IMPORTANT NOTE:

General information of a more descriptive
nature on Cinturato tires may be found in
Pirelli’s brochure entitled **CINTURATO -
DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE CHARACTER-
ISTICES™
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CINTURATO®

POCKET
GUIDE

DRIVING CHARACTERISTICS

New Cinturato owners should be advised
that they are about to experience a new
driving feeling. Familiar road curves become
easier to negotiate and there is a new sen-
sation of firmer control of the car, which may
require getting used to. This is because the
radial tire has higher cornering power than
conventional bias angle tires (greater corner-
ing power allows vehicles to corner with
lower slip angles). This is usually expressed
by drivers with words such as “driving on
rails®, “glued to the road™, “sticky”, etc....

In addition to this feature, the increase in
cornering force is progressive and will give
notice of approaching breakaway conditions.
Cinturato tires do not lose adhesion suddenly
or without warning.
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FUEL CONSUMPTION

A reduction in the automobile’s gasoline
consumption is normally experienced when
switching from conventional tires to Pirelli’s
radial ply tires. This is because belted tires
have a lower rolling resistance, generate less
heat and reduce drag, thereby utilizing less
engine power, This is perticularly advanta-
geous at sustained high speeds.

WINTER DRIVING

Regular Cinturatos make good snow tires,
In fact, in many European countries where
snow tires or chains are mandatory, the
Cinturato is a legally accepted alternative.
A few Cinturato sizes are even available with

an INVERNO tread design {(consult Pirelli’s

price list).

RIMS

Pirelli’sradial ply tires are ‘low profile’
tires; i.e. their sectional width is considera-
bly greater than their sectional height. This
gives greater transverse stability. To get full
benefit of this they must be fitted to rims of
sufficient width, Cinturatos should not be
fitted to narrower rims than those shown on
page 7 except where approved on the fitment
chart,

Because of the special bead profile, the
use of a soap solution or vegetable oil lubri-
cant around the beads and rim flanges during
fitting is strongly recommended to assist in
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the correct seating of the tire on the wheel. 3
This will be aided by inflating the tire to
approximately 50/60 |bs. initially before

setting the correct operating pressures.

AIR PRESSURES

Accurate adherence to recommended in-
flation pressures is of paramount importance
with Cinturato tires. Inflation pressures
shown on the fitment chart do not necessarily
agree with the car manufacturer’s recoms-
mendations; these pressures may have been
determined for conventional tires. We cannot
emphasize too strongly that it is the tires and
the car together which determine inflation
pressures, not the car alone.

Radial ply construction is different from
conventional tires, and when properly inflated
they may look *flat” or “soft”. This is the
way they are meant to look. Be guided by the
recommended inflations, and be sure your
customer understands that proper tire inflation
is essential to get maximum benefit and per-
formance from Cinturafo tires.

For highway driving at full load: Increase
the pressure by 2 or 3 pounds.

For competition or racing: Increase the in-
flations by 6 pounds. (In this case it is
particularly important to make sure that the
tires are not fitted on rims narrower than the
sizes recommended.)

When using Cinturato *““HS™ tires, the fole-
lowing rules apply:

a) For normal high speed touring: fitment
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chart inflations.

b) For high speed touring with spurts of
over 90 mph: increase fitment chart inflations
by 2 Ibs. for each 10 mph over 90.

c) For competition and racing at sustained
top speed: Sameas b) with a further increase
Of 5 IbSD

In the ordinary course of using the car, ad-
justments can be made to suit the individual
preferences of the driver.

ALIGNMENT & BALANCE

Before driving on Cinturato tires, make sure
that the toe«in of the front wheels is kept be-
tween 0" and 5/64". This applies to every
car, regardless of manufacturers’ specificas
tions. It is strongly recommended that all
wheels be balanced, both statically and
dynamically. This is especially important
with cars which may be driven at high speeds.

TUBES

Best performance is assured with Cintu-
rato tires when they are fitted with the
correct Pirelli tube, It is essential, in all
circumstances, that the tubes should carry
the same size markings as the tires thems-
selves. Whenever the car may be expected to
be driven at its full potential, Pirelli Super-
sport tubes should be used,



SPEEDS

Cinturato tires are suitable for speeds of
up to 130 mph. The “HS" typeis suitable
for speeds of 150 mph.

PAIRING

Because of their inherent road-hclding
characteristics and lower radius, radial ply
tires perform best when fitted in complete
sets. They may, however, be fitted in pairs
with good results, provided the belted tires
are on the same axle. Since Cinturato tires
have a lower slip angle than conventional
tires, it is better to mount them as a pair on
the rear wheels. A lower slip angle on the
rear wheels helps preserve a desirable — and
safer — understeering condition.

Cars with independent rear suspension are
best equipped with Cinturato on all four
wheels.,

SIZE CONVERSION

Pirelli's braced tread tires are made in
sizes which follow a special unification
system for radial tires. The corresponding
dimensions are very similar to those of the
newly introduced Low Section Height series.
As a rule they have a lower and wider profile
than conventional sizes. The first figure of
each tire size, representing the cross-section,
is given in millimeters instead of inches.
The second figure, representing the diameter
of the rim, is given in inches. The speedo-
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meter readings chart may be used for the pur-
pose of finding the conventional tires equiva-
lent to specific Cinturato tires. As a rule,
however, it is advisable to refer only to the
fitment chart on pages 4 and 5, which shows
the correct replacement car by car,

A few B/S sizes, it will be seen, are made
in conventional sizes as well. No conversion
is then needed.

CONSTRUCTIONS
CINTURATO - The Cinturato is available

in three types of constructions which differ in
the materials used but not necessarily in their
outward appearance,

THE CINTURATO: For sustained speeds
of up to 130 mph. Availablein the widest
range of sizes.,

THE CINTURATO *$”: Designed especial=
ly for the Alfa Romeo Giulia. Availableonly
in size 15515, Top speed 130 mph.

THE CINTURATO H.S.: For sustained
speeds of up to 150 mph., Designed especially
for the fastest production cars available, such
as Ferrari, Maserati, Aston-Martin, Stingray,
Cobra, Jaguar XKE, etc,

It must be stressed that the difference be-
tween the above Cinturato types isprimarily
in the top speeds which can be achieved
safely, and not necessarily in handling
characteristics.



SPEEDOMETER READINGS

The lower profile of metric=size tires, when
replacing conventional tires, often reduces
the rolling radius of the wheel. When this
occurs, there will be a slightly greater
number of whee!l revolutions per mile. This
has the effect of making the speedometer
read slightly higher (and at the same time
giving more brilliant acceleration and better
uphill performance), While the actual differ-
ence in speedometer readings is almost
negligible, some owners may wish to correct
the error,

The following chart gives the exact per-
centages of difference which can be used to
reset the speedometer. The dimensions are
those of Cinturato tires fitted on the recom-
mended rims. [t is important to bear in mind
that the rolling radius and the revolutions
per mile of Cinturato tires do not change
under varying conditions of speed and load.
Hence the Cinturato gives the most consistent
possible odometer readings at all highway
speeds.,

(SEE CHART NEXT PAGE)
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